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THE BIRMINGHAM 
& MIDLAND INSTITUTE

SCIENCE ARTS LITERATURE

What's On July to December 2018



Post Email Telephone

The Institute offers a range of facilities and events 
for its Members including: 

- Access to the Members’ Room 
 (inc. periodicals and newspapers)
- Use of the Library
- Discount in the BMI Coffee Lounge
- Discount on BMI lectures and events
- Vote at the AGM

Membership is open to anyone who finds the 
Institute’s activities and facilities of interest; there 
is a range of membership subscriptions available 
dependent on your circumstances. To join, simply 
fill in the application form and send it along with 
your payment, to the Institute (address below). 

Payment can be made via cash, cheque or 
credit/debit card. Card payments can be made 
over the telephone on 0121 236 3591. Please make 
cheques payable to ‘Birmingham and Midland
Institute’ and send to: The Birmingham and 
Midland Institute, 9 Margaret Street, Birmingham, 
B3 3BS. 

Here at The Birmingham & Midland Institute we take your privacy 
seriously and will only use your personal information to administer 
your account and to provide the products and services you have 
requested from us. However, from time to time we would like to 
contact you with details of other events and offers that we provide. 
If you consent to us contacting you for this purpose please tick to 
say how you would like us to contact you: 

We will never pass your details onto a third party. A copy of our 
data protection policy is available upon request.

Join the BMI

 

Signature:                                                                                         Date:                                                                

INCLUDE A DONATION
Membership fees only contribute a little to the upkeep 
of our Grade II* listed building which is now nearly 120 
years old. Your generosity will ensure its legacy for the 
Institute and future users.

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 
you donate! Gift Aid is reclaimed by the BMI from 
the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your 
address is needed (above) to identify you as a 
current UK taxpayer. 

 £ 5  £ 10  £ 25  £ 50

Other amount:                                    

I want to Gift Aid my donation of (please circle) 
to the Birmingham & Midland Institute:

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less 
Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax year 
than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations it 
is my responsibility to pay any difference.

Select Membership type:

£40 Full Membership

£60 Joint Membership* 
Name of additional Member:

                                                                               

£23.50 Country Membership**

£16.50 Student/Unwaged Membership 
(Valid Student Card/proof required)

£31 Retired Membership

Corporate Membership 75% of 
the rates above (min. 4 persons)

To apply for Membership or to renew your 
existing subscription, please fill in the 
following details:

Full name:                                                                                              

Address:                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                

                                                                                                               

                                                                                                        
         
Telephone:                                                                                      
 
Email:                                                                                                   

              Tick if you would like to subscribe to our            
              e-newsletter

How did you hear about us?
                                                                                             

New Membership         Membership renewal
          Member no.:                 

*Note that both Members must be registered under the one address only.
**Where a Member is resident 15 miles or more from Birmingham and not 
commuting daily to the city on business.
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About the BMI
The Birmingham & Midland Institute has been 
at the heart of Birmingham’s cultural life for 
over 150 years. It was originally founded by 
Act of Parliament in 1854 for the ‘Diffusion and 
Advancement of Science, Literature and Art 
amongst all Classes of Persons resident in 
Birmingham and Midland Counties’. Charles 
Dickens was one of its early Presidents.

During the late nineteenth century, the BMI 
played a leading role in the introduction of 
scientific and technical education in 
Birmingham until the state gradually 
took over its functions. It was thus the 
forerunner of many educational bodies such 
as the Birmingham Conservatoire.

Located in a Grade II* listed building, the BMI 
has a thriving programme of cultural and 
educational activities, which includes a wide 
spectrum of arts and science lectures, 
exhibitions and concerts. The building is also 
a venue for many externally-organised events 
and can be booked for conferences
and meetings. 

The BMI has longstanding associations with 
a number of independent societies who use 
the premises for their activities and meetings. 
Affiliated societies have kindred interests and 
include the Birmingham Philatelic Society and 
the Birmingham and Midland Society for 
Genealogy and Heraldry. 

The BMI receives no public subsidy or direct 
revenue funding; it depends entirely on income 
generated through the support of members, 
visitors, donors, and volunteers.

Visit our website, Facebook and Twitter pages 
for the latest updates on events and activities!
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SEASON HIGHLIGHTS  
BMI HERITAGE OPEN DAY 
SATURDAY 8 SEPTEMBER
10.30AM - 4PM
FREE ENTRY 
DROP-IN, NO NEED TO BOOK

Following the success of the BMI fair 
for Heritage Open Days in 2017, we are 
welcoming back local history societies to 
share their wares! Pick up a vintage book, 
enjoy a cake at the bake sale and donate to 
the BMI! Don't miss our 'behind the scenes' 
library tour for just £1.
Interested in registering as a stall holder? 
Email events@bmi.org.uk for registration 
form. Deadline for registration is Monday 6 
August.

BOOKING 
FORM 

ON PAGES 
12 - 14

Image credit: Sanna Ali

The Lilian Baylis Theatre Company 
presents…

65 BRUNSWICK ROAD THE 
MUSICAL
FRIDAY 3 AUGUST
12PM - 1.30PM
£10/£8 FOR MEMBERS OF THE BMI 
AND CONCESSIONS

Midlands author Shirley Thompson, who 
has published everything from biographies 
to fiction, poetry and children’s books, 
invites you to a musical adaptation of 
her 12th book, 65 Brunswick Road. This 
extensively researched, personal family 
saga relates the stories of five families 
from the 18th Century to the present day. 
Full of highs and lows: the heart-warming, 
tragic and frequently dramatic, plus many 
surprising connections! Photograph © Shirley Thompson & Brewins Books
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ANOTHER CHRISTMAS CAROL 
THURSDAY 6 DECEMBER
6.30PM – 8.30PM
£10/£8 FOR MEMBERS OF THE BMI

Enjoy an enchanting evening with 
Charles Dickens as he regales his 
audience with this hitherto-unknown 
festive tale. In the style of the public 
performances the great Victorian writer 
gave during the nineteenth century, 
this one-man stage show is the perfect 
seasonal treat to whet your appetite for 
the Yuletide celebrations! Expect chills, 
laughter and sentiment as Mr Dickens 
presents, for one night only, Another 
Christmas Carol!
Acclaimed actor Jonathan Goodwin 
plays Charles Dickens, in an original 
show written by himself and directed 
by Gary Archer.

Don’t Go into the Cellar! 
Theatre Company presents…

THE CANTERVILLE GHOST 
TUESDAY 30 OCTOBER
6.30PM – 8.30PM
£10 STANDARD/£6 CHILDREN
£8 FOR MEMBERS OF THE BMI

On the eve of Halloween the BMI will 
encounter a spectre! Bring the family for a 
night of comedy and chills in this original 
adaptation of the charming Oscar Wilde 
tale, written especially for children and 
young families. This exciting one-man show, 
featuring much audience participation, is 
guaranteed to raise more than just a ghost 
of a smile!
Phil Jennings stars in a show that's written 
by Jonathan Goodwin, and directed by 

Photographs © Don't Go in the Cellar!
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COMING SOON 
TO THE MAIN HALL...

SEASON HIGHLIGHTS  

BEGINNERS’ BALLET 
Thursdays 20 September – 6 December 
5.30pm - 6.30pm
£65/£55 for Members of the BMI and 
Students for 10 week term
Come and learn ballet in our fun 
and friendly beginners’ class. Get 
fit, improve your posture, have fun 
and make friends! Enquiries to 
events@bmi.org.uk 

The Dickens Fellowship Meetings
£1/Free for Members of the Dickens Fellowship
Drop in, no need to book
Meetings are held at the BMI on the second Wednes-
day of each month at 7pm unless stated otherwise.

11 July
Brian Titton - Edwin Drood

8 August
Derek Oliver - Dickens and the Railways

12 September
Member Contributions

10 October  
Donald Firth - David Copperfield

14 November 6.45pm
Crispin Ridge Dramatic Reading 
(no thoroughfare)

12 December
Christmas Social

We are delighted to announce that at the BMI's 
Annual General Meeting the greatly acclaimed 
actor, writer and director Simon Callow was elected 
BMI President for 2018. This presidency is particu-
larly appropriate in light of Mr Callow’s readings of 
Charles Dickens’ work, as Dickens himself served as 
BMI President in 1869. Mr Callow has also written 
a sparkling biography of the great novelist and 
performer: Charles Dickens and the Great Theatre of 
the World (2012). The President has expressed his 
willingness to give his 
Presidential Address early September but a date has 
yet to be finalised. 
Be inspired by visiting the Dickens Fellowship 
meetings!

Image credit: Peter Gordon
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Music at the BMI

The Midland Chamber Players 
Live at Lunchtime
53rd Concert Season 2018
1.10pm - 2.10pm
£8.50/£7 Concessions/£3 Students with 
valid NUS card
Drop in, no booking required

Friday 21 September
Haydn Piano Trio No. 3 in C 
Mozart Piano Trio in G, K. 564 
Turina Piano Trio No. 2 in B minor, Op. 76

Friday 12 October
Dvorak String Quintet in C, Op. 61
Glazounov String Quartets, Op. 15 'Novelletten'

Friday 2 November
Mozart Piano Concerto, K. 414, Eine Kleine 
Nachtmusik 
Piano soloist: Dinah Levine

Friday 23 November
Mozart Clarinet Quartet in F, K. 496 (arr. Piano 
Trio in G, K. 496)
Haydn String Quartet, Op. 50 No. 6 in D 'The 
Frog'
Mozart Clarinet Quintet in A, K. 58 'Theme and 
Five Variations'

Friday 14 December
Mahler (1860 - 1911) Piano Quartet in A minor 
(1876) 
Frank Bridge Phantasy Piano Quartet in F 
sharp minor
'Magical Spain': Spanish Guitar Solos and Duos 
and Joaquin Turina's Piano Quartet in A minor, 
Op. 67

Concerts of 
Recorded Music

Wednesdays from 1pm-2pm
£1/FREE for Members of the BMI
Drop-in, no need to book

> 17 October:
Trevor Robinson 'Music from
Belgium'

> 24 October:
Patricia Reed '1813'

> 31 October:
John Smith 'It Happened in
Prague'

> 7 November:
David Williams 'These you have
loved'

> 14 November: Bill Hales TBA

> 21 November:
Ken and Philip Harvey 'Musical
Meanderings'

> 28 November:
Trevor Robinson 'Charles
Mackerras'

> 5th December:
Patricia Reed TBA

> 12 December:
Requests
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Monday Lectures
1pm - 2pm/£5* or FREE for Members of the BMI - drop in, no need to book

Ruskin Pottery with Robert Higgins
2 July
Robert Higgins tells us Birmingham not 
only played a key role in the Arts and Crafts 
Movement of the late 19th century, but also 
in the development of social enlightenment 
amongst industrialists. The Ruskin Pottery 
was one of the most significant elements of 
both these advances. There is a large 
collection of Ruskin Pottery in Birmingham 
Museum and Art Gallery, and a new book 
tracing the history of the pottery has been 
written by Robert Higgins together with Will 
Farmer from Fieldings Auctioneers in 
Stourbridge, Will is also well known as an 
expert on Antiques Roadshow.

Birmingham Civic Arms with Adrian de 
Redman
9 July
Armorist Adrian de Redman takes a look at
the history and uses, both legal and illegal,
of The Birmingham Civic Arms. This lecture is 
part of the Birmingham Civic Society's 
Centenary Programme. 

The Girl from Guildford Street with Grace 
Madison
16 July
Grace Caroline Holt, now Grace Madison, talks 
about the background to her recent book 
which deals with her upbringing in Lozells, 
Birmingham 1957 – 1968.

The Early Years of the BMI with Nigel Easom  
(PhD candidate, University of Birmingham)
23 July
The BMI's archive holds an abundance of
information relating to the Institute's founding 
figures. Nigel will be sharing some of his PhD 
research, focusing on the people involved in 
the establishment of the BMI and its activities 
during this period.

Fantasy, Film and Television with Dr James 
Walters
3 September
This lecture will be given by James Walters, 
Head of Film and Creative Writing at the 
University of Birmingham. 

Recollections of Victorian Birmingham with 
Stephen Roberts (Associate Professor, 
Australian National University)
10 September
Offering attendees an absorbing portrait of 
Birmingham’s nineteenth century, this lecture 
will be given by the historian Stephen 
Roberts. You may find his accompanying 
book, Recollections of Victorian Birmingham, 
and other titles on sale in the BMI reception 
from just £6.00. 

Monday Lecture with John Burton
17 September
Look out for updates on this lecture by John 
Burton, Chairman of the George Eliot 
Fellowship.

Castle Bromwich Castle with Dr Mike 
Hodder
24 September
Archaeological excavations at the motte and 
bailey, which gives Castle Bromwich its name, 
took place in 1969-70 before a collector road 
for the M6 motorway was built through the 
bailey. The excavations revealed prehistoric 
and Roman objects and features under the 
medieval motte and bailey, an undated 
palisade and ditch under the 12th century 
motte, a timber gateway into the bailey and 
medieval buildings within it. The excavation 
director, Bill Ford, died a few years ago and 
the excavation has never been written up. 
Dr Mike Hodder, who worked on the site as a 
schoolboy, is compiling a report from records 
and finds in the Birmingham Museum. 
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Themes from the Fascinating History of 
Birmingham 1838-1940 with Roger Ward
1 October
A lecture by Professor Roger Ward author of 
City-State and Nation: Birmingham’s Political 
History 1830-1940. 

The Lunatic Asylum in the Nineteenth 
Century with Dr Serena Trowbridge
8 October
The Victorian lunatic asylum is often seen as 
a grim place of incarceration and the site of 
Gothic horror. However, reforms to the asylum 
system during the period improved the care 
of patients and provided impetus to the new 
discipline of psychology, while the buildings 
themselves were modelled on country estates 
intended to be seen as a place of respite. This 
lecture will explore the positive as well as 
the darker aspects of the nineteenth-century 
asylum in England. 

Cinema and Architecture: Diehard as an 
Architectural Critique with Dr Michael Pigott
22 October
Dr Michael Pigott, lecturer in film at the 
University of Warwick, will explore this critique.

Dante Gabriel Rossetti and the Victorian Poet 
Francis Thompson: Influence, 
Interpretation and Conflict with Rebecca 
Lovell
29 October
This lecture given by Rebecca Lovell examines 
the influence of the Pre-raphaelite poet and 
artist Dante Gabriel Rossetti on the work of the 
younger and now more obscure poet and critic 
Francis Thompson (1859-1907) by comparing 
Rossetti’s painting Ecce and Ancilla Domini with 
Thompson’s poem of the same name.

Women of the Early Birmingham Civic 
Society with Dr Sian Roberts
5 November
Birmingham Civic Society’s Heritage
Committee member Sian Roberts reveals
the history of women from the formation of
the Society including politician Mary Cottrell. 
This lecture is part of the Birmingham Civic 
Society's Centenary Programme. 

The Father of a Genius with Professor Felix 
Schmid
12 November
Felix Schmid, Professor of Railway Systems 
Engineering at the University of Birmingham 
discusses the life of Marc Isambard Brunel the 
father of his genius son Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel.

Two Visions of America with Eric McElroy 
19 November
The American pianist Eric McElroy lectures on 
the parallels between George Gershwin and 
Aron Copeland whose early careers are 
uncannily alike both were born in Brooklyn 
to parents of Russian-Jewish descent.  They 
studied with the same composition teacher 
and were very critical of each other’s work.  
They both began by exploring Jazz idioms but 
created two highly contrasting bodies of work 
which offer different perspectives on American 
culture.  In comparing their work McElroy 
performs Copelands piano sonata and the 
piano solo arrangement of Gershwin’s 
Rhapsody in Blue.

Monday Lecture with Dr Trevor James
26 November
Look out for updates on this lecture by 
historian Trevor James.

Birmingham Trams with William Hales
3 December
William Hales, a trustee of the Birmingham and 
Midland Institute, talks about the history of 
trams in Birmingham. 

James Watt with Chris Rice
10 December
Historian Chris Rice on James Watt, 
Birmingham and how, between them, they 
shaped the world. This lecture is part of the 
Birmingham Civic Society's Centenary 
Programme. 

*£5 includes one complimentary tea or filter coffee per 
ticket holder from the BMI Coffee Lounge AFTER 2pm. 
Existing BMI Members receive 10% discount from the 
Coffee Lounge at all times. The lecture programme may 
be subject to change without notice.
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Engraving, 1889

Jack the Ripper with Stephen Roberts, 
Australian National University
4-week course
Tuesdays from 4 to 25 September
11am – 1pm
£50/£45 for Members of the BMI for all 4 
sessions
£14/£12.50 for Members of the BMI 
per session
In Whitechapel in the East End of London 
in 1888 a series of shocking killings took 
place.  All the victims were prostitutes and 
their bodies were mutilated.  Letters claiming 
responsibility were signed ‘Jack the Ripper’. 
This four-week course will examine what 
these dreadful events tell us about the lives 
of the poor in late Victorian London, how the 
police sought to apprehend the murderer and 
why they were unable to do so and how the 
murders were reported by the newspapers.

Study Mornings

Queen Victoria: A Monarch and Her People 
with Stephen Roberts, 
Australian National University
4-week course
Tuesdays from 6 to 27 November
11am – 1pm
£50/£45 for Members of the BMI for 
all 4 sessions 
£14/£12.50 for Members of the BMI 
per session
Queen Victoria is one of the most legendary 
British monarchs and the subject of many 
books and films.  She is a truly fascinating 
individual.  This four-week course will 
examine both her public role and her 
private world.  Her relationships with her 
Prime Ministers, her marriage to Prince 
Albert, her huge appetite and the jubilees of 
1887 and 1897 are amongst the issues that 
will be examined.  Expect plenty of lively 
anecdotes!

Modern Russia and its Successor States - 
History Course with Dr Trevor James 
10-week course
Mondays from 1 October - 10 December 
(no class on 29 October)
10am – 12 noon
£110/£100 for Members of the BMI
£14/£12.50 for Members of the BMI 
per session
Dr Trevor James will explore how the huge 
USSR suddenly in 1991 became the Russian 
Federation and a series of successor states, 
considering how history hs affected this 
development and the changes that are still 
taking place. 

DON'T MISS THE THEATRE IN THE WEST MIDLANDS 

DAY SCHOOL ON PAGE 17! 
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Day Schools
Saturday 22 September
Classic in a Day: Wuthering Heights
Dancing With Death
10.30am - 4pm, John Peek Room
£29/£26 for Members of the BMI 
(lunch and refreshments not included)
This Classic in a Day will focus on one of the 
great romantic novels of our time, and ask 
the question: Just how romantic is the 
“deadly” character of Heathcliff? Closely 
related to Rochester, and Arthur Huntingdon 
(the Tenant of Wildfell Hall)  Emily Bronte 
gives us a  portrait of an untamed Byronic 
Hero who, whilst being a cruel bully, also 
manages to be devilishly attractive! But are 
we wrong to read Cathy and Heathcliff as 
realistic portraits?  Are they more myth than 
human, opposing conventional Victorian  
ideas of heaven and salvation, and is Emily 
more of a poet than her more socially  
observant sisters?
In the bi-centennial year of Emily Bronte’s 
birth, Polly Wright and Maggie Markworthy 
will explore aspects of Emily’s work through 
discussions of extracts of Wuthering Heights 
and some of her poetry and ask the question: 
Is her work Romantic in another sense - with 
strong connections to the themes of the 
Romantic poets of the turn of the 18th and 
19th centuries?

Saturday 27 October
Chartism and the Chartists in England and 
Wales 1838-1850 with Stephen Roberts, 
Australian National University
10.30am – 4pm, John Lee Theatre
£25/£22 for Members of the BMI 
(lunch and refreshments not included) 
Chartism was a movement which conscripted 
the support of millions of working people in the 
second quarter of the nineteenth century.  It 
was a demand for a say in law-making for all 
men – but many women, in different ways, also 
supported this powerful campaign.  It could be 
said that Chartism was the British equivalent of 
the civil rights movement.  
This Day School will consider the leaders and 
followers, including women, the newspapers, 
the poetry and the key moments in the Chartist 
story, including the presentation of the great 
petitions in 1839, 1842 and 1848, the Newport 
Rising of 1839, the strikes of 1842, the Land Plan 
and the Kennington Common demonstration of 
1848.

Saturday 24 November
Pre-Raphaelite Women
10.30am – 4pm, John Lee Theatre
£40/£38 for Members of the BMI/£35 for 
Students (includes lunch and refreshments) 
Speakers Dr Serena Trowbridge, Kirsty Stonell-
Walker, Helen Bratt-Wyton and Robert Wilkes 
will talk on Elizabeth Siddall, Fanny Cornforth, 
Pre-Raphaelite Woman at Wightwick Manor and 
Julia Margaret Cameron. The day will conclude 
with a panel discussion about the significance 
of women in Pre-Raphaelitism.

Left: 'Catherine and Heathcliff', Wood engraving illustration by Fritz 
Eichenberg, 1943. Above: The Chartist Petition, 1843, Punch.
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COACH TRIP TO 
ELGAR'S BIRTHPLACE

On 2nd June 1857, this early 19th Century cottage was 
the Birthplace of Edward Elgar. We often feel closest to 
Elgar when we listen to his music, but to know the world in 
which he walked is to colour our image of him further. To 
stand within the four walls of the humble cottage where he 
was born is to be immersed in a world that Elgar believed 
already contained music that was there for the taking.

The cottage seeks to return a sense of the ages. The garden 
at the Elgar’s birthplace is planted in the classic cottage 
garden style and has changed little since Elgar was here. 
The entrance hall takes us back to June 1857 – set out as 
when the family would have lived there. Will you be able 
to identify the themes of Elgar’s family life set out in this 
imagined Victorian living space? 

Inside the house, Elgar's study is presented in a striking 
exhibit designed to immerse the visitors in Elgar’s creative 
inner sanctum. Housing some very precious original 
manuscripts, including ‘Salut d’Amore’ and ‘Land of Hope 
and Glory’, we see the humble pre-requisites Elgar required 
to create his music. A converted a room in the visitor 
centre, previously used as office space, is now a new 
exhibition space.  Central to the exhibition is Elgar’s desk 
and chair which were previously in Craeg Lea in Malvern 
together with all the tools he would require to compose 
and publish a symphony. Also exhibited will be examples 
of Elgar’s manuscripts and his writing implements.

At 2.30pm we shall gather to hear Adrian Lucas, Conductor 
of the City of Birmingham Choir, formerly Director of Music 
at Worcester Cathedral, of the Worcester Three Choirs 
Festivals, now head of Choral studies at the Royal School 
of Church Music, talk on Elgar's relationship with Ivor 
Atkins. Visitors will have the opportunity to purchase 
souvenirs and refreshments before we embark on the 
journey back to Birmingham at 4.30pm. Please note lunch 
may be pre-booked at The Firs for an extra £5. 

"Whether the countryside makes the genius or 
however that may be, it is certain that no one was 

ever more imbued with the very spirit and essence of 
his own country than Elgar, it was in his very bones. 
Worcestershire was everything to him - the very look 

of spring coming, the cottages, the gardens, the 
fields and fruit orchards were different to his mind in 
Worcestershire...From walking, driving and bicycling 
there was very little of the county he did not know, 
and his memory for every village however remote 

and every lane however twisty and bewildering was 
extraordinary." 

 Carice Elgar Blake

Saturday 20 October
Images © The National Trust

SATURDAY 20 OCTOBER
£28 STANDARD
£26 BMI MEMBERS
£24 NATIONAL TRUST MEMBERS
Price includes entry, travel and a driver’s tip. 
Note that it does not include lunch.

Pick up points and times:
BMI, Margaret St at 10am
Yateley Road, Harborne at 10.20am

Drop off points and times:
Yateley Road, Harborne at 5.30pm
BMI, Margaret St at 5.50pm
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COACH TRIP TO COUGHTON COURT

In preparation for Christmas the BMI is hosting a 
festive day out! Meeting at 10am at the BMI, we will 
enjoy a Christmas brunch and peruse a special BMI 
book sale before heading out to Coughton. 

Coughton Court is the home of the Throckmorton 
family who have lived at Coughton since 1409. John 
de Throckmorton, Under Treasurer of England 
to Henry VI, acquired Coughton in the early 15th 
Century through his marriage to Eleanor de Spiney. 
Their descendants have held it for 600 years and, 
although the National Trust has owned the house 
since 1946, the family still live here. The present 
resident, Mr Magnus Birch-Throckmorton, and his 
family enjoy occupancy of the house under a 300 
year lease. The present building was begun in the 
15th Century and has since survived in a family who 
for much of that time were impoverished, 
persecuted or imprisoned for their adherence to 
the Catholic faith. Explore this story of fascinating 
personalities through the 'family album' of portraits 
and Catholic treasures around the house. 

Thursday 29 November

Seasonal cheer for all the family awaits at 
Coughton this winter. With festive shopping, the 
house dressed for a Throckmorton family 
Christmas and Christmas lunches; there's 
something for everyone to enjoy. The house is 
decorated in a traditional style with Christmas 
trees and decorations, and Lady Lillian's is 
transformed into Father Christmas' office! 
Come along and enjoy all the sounds and smell 
of Christmas. Weekdays are the best time to 
come and see the house.

The Coach House Shop will be selling a variety of 
seasonal gifts and treats. Browse the shelves for 
small stocking gifts, beautiful books and seasonal 
preserves and chutneys. Come and join us in the 
historic Tudor Kitchen for a bite to eat and drink - 
don't miss out on a hot turkey roll!

We shall leave Coughton at approximately 
4.15pm and all attendees will receive a 
Christmas gift when we reboard the coach.Pick up points and times:

BMI, Margaret St at 10am

Drop off points and times:
BMI, Margaret St at 5.30pm

THURSDAY 29 NOVEMBER
£35 STANDARD
£32 BMI MEMBERS
£28 NATIONAL TRUST MEMBERS
Price includes Christmas brunch, entry, travel and a 
driver’s tip. Note that it does not include lunch.
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Event and date No. standard tickets 
required

No. of Members tickets 
required

Further information required:

Monday Lecture:
Ruskin Pottery with Robert Higgins
Monday 2 July

         @ £5 each FREE

Poetry Reading with Alice Notley
Friday 6 July @ £6 each @ £4 each 

Monday Lecture:
Birmingham Civic Arms with Adrian de Redman
Monday 9 July

@ £5 each FREE

Victorian Radicals: Birmingham's Pre-Raphaelites 
on Tour with Victoria Osborne
Tuesday 10 July

@ £12 each @ £9 each

Monday Lecture:
The Girl from Guildford Street with Grace Madison
Monday 16 July

@ £5 each FREE

Monday Lecture:
The Early Years of the BMI with Nigel Easom
Monday 23 July

@ £5 each FREE

Theatre at the BMI:
65 Brunswick Road The Musical
Friday 3 August

@ £10 each @ £8 each
Concessions include BMI Members, 
under 18s and retirees

Monday Lecture:
Fantasy, Film and Television with Dr James 
Walters
Monday 3 September

@ £5 each FREE

Study Morning:
Jack the Ripper with Stephen Roberts
4 weeks starting Tuesday 4 September

@ £14 each

@ £50 for 4 wks

@ £12.50 each

@ £45 for 4 wks

Single sessions - please indicate which 
individual dates you'd like to attend: 

Monday Lecture:
Recollections of Victorian Birmingham with 
Stephen Roberts
Monday 10 September

@ £5 each FREE

SCIENCE SHORTS: When the Bug Bites with Jane 
Thompson
Tuesday 11 September

@ £5 each @ £3 each

Literature Study Day: 
Shakespeare - The Merry Wives of Windsor
Friday 14 September

@ £18 each @ £16 each

Day School: 
Theatre in the West Midlands
Saturday 15 September

@ £40 each @ £38 each

Monday Lecture:
John Burton
Monday 17 September

@ £5 each FREE

Day School
Wuthering Heights: Dancing with Death
Saturday 22 September

@ £29 each @ £26 each

Monday Lecture: 
Castle Bromwich Castle with Mike Hodder
Monday 24 September

@ £5 each FREE

BOOKING FORM AUTUMN - WINTER 2018
Some of our events require pre-booking. If the event you are looking for is not listed here, it 
is either a drop-in event and tickets will be available on the door, or it needs to be booked 
directly via the partner organisation. Please refer to the page listing the information for 
alternative booking details.



13

Event and date No. standard tickets 
required

No. of Members tickets 
required

Further information required:

Literature Study Day: 
Circe - Her Career Throughout Time
Friday 28 September

@ £18 each @ £16 each 

Monday Lecture:
Themes from the Fascinating History of 
Birmingham 1838 - 1940 with Roger Ward
Monday 1 October

@ £12 each @ £10 each

Study Morning: 
Modern Russia and its Successor States with Dr 
Trevor James
10 weeks starting Monday 1 October

@ £14 each

@ £110 for 10 wks

@ £12.50 each

@ £100 for 10 wks

Single sessions-please indicate which 
individual dates you'd like to attend: 

Poet in Residence:
Roy McFarlane and Friends
Wednesday 3 October

@ £5 each @ £3 each

Monday Lecture:
The Lunatic Asylum in the Nineteenth Century 
with Dr Serena Trowbridge
Monday 8 October

@ £5 each FREE

Literature Study Day:
Victor Hugo - Les Misérables
Friday 12 October

@ £18 each @ £16 each

COACH TRIP TO ELGAR'S BIRTHPLACE
Saturday 20 October @ £28 each

@ £24 National 
Trust Members

 @ £26 each
Select pick up/drop off point:

BMI, Margaret St

Yateley Road, 
Harborne

Lunch (+ £5.00)

Day School:
Chartism and the Chartists in England and Wales 
1838 - 1850
Friday 26 October

 @ £25 each   @ £22 each

Monday Lecture: 
Dante Gabriel Rossetti and the Victorian Poet 
Francis Thompson
Monday 29 October

 @ £5 each   FREE

Theatre at the BMI:
The Canterville Ghost
Tuesday 30 October

 @ £10 each

 @ £6 each*

 @ £8 each *Concession price applies for children 
under 12 years old

Monday Lecture:
Women of the Early Birmingham Civic Society
Monday 5 November

 @ £5 each   FREE

Study Morning:
Queen Victoria: A Monarch and Her People with 
Stephen Roberts
4 weeks starting Tuesday 6 November

 @ £14 each

 @ £50 for 4 wks

  @ £12.50 each

  @ £45 for 4 wks

Single sessions-please indicate which 
individual dates you'd like to attend: 

Poet in Residence:
Roy McFarlane and Friends
Wednesday 7 November

 @ £5 each   @ £3 each

Literature Study Day:
Oliver Goldsmith - The Vicar of Wakefield 
Friday 9 November

 @ £18 each   @ £16 each

Monday Lecture:
The Father of a Genius with Professor Felix Schmid
Monday 12 November

 @ £5 each   FREE

Literature Study Day:
Sergei Prokofiev - War and Peace
Friday 16 November

  @ £18 each   @ £16 each

@ £24 National 
               Trust members
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YOUR DETAILS:

Name

Address

Tel No.

Email

Membership No. 
(if applicable)

CHQ TOTAL

Event and date No. standard tickets 
required

No. of Members tickets 
required

Further information required:

Monday Lecture:
Two Visions of America with Eric McElroy
Monday 19 November

         @ £5 each  FREE

Day School:
Pre-Raphaelite Women with Dr Serena 
Trowbridge
Saturday 24 November

 @ £40 each  @ £38 each                 @ £35 for Students

Monday Lecture:
Dr Trevor James
Monday 26 November

@ £5 each  FREE

COACH TRIP TO COUGHTON COURT
Thursday 29 November

@ £35 each

National Trust 
Members @ 
£28 each 

@ £32 each

National Trust 
Members @ £28 
each

Literature Study Day: 
Percy Bysshe Shelley - Collected Poems
Friday 30 November

@ £18 each  @ £16 each

Monday Lecture:
Birmingham Trams with William Hales
Monday 3 December

@ £5 each FREE

SCIENCE SHORTS: 
Preserving a Steam Locomotive
Tuesday 4 December

@ £5 each  @ £3 each

Theatre at the BMI: 
Another Christmas Carol
Thursday 6 December

@ £10 each  @ £8 each

Monday Lecture:
James Watt with Chris Rice
Monday 10 December

@ £5 each  FREE

Literature Study Day:
Farce - The Quintessence of Theatre?
Friday 14 December

@ £18 each @ £16 each

Cheques can be made payable to ‘Birmingham and Midland Institute’. Our address is: Events 
Bookings, Birmingham & Midland Institute, 9 Margaret Street, Birmingham, B3 3BS. 
Bookings for most events can also be made via our website at www.bmi.org.uk/events

Please note ticket price includes 
Christmas brunch at the BMI but does 
not include lunch. A packed lunch is 
recommended.
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The original Birmingham Library was 
founded in 1779 by John Lee, a button 
manufacturer who lived at 115 Snow Hill. 
This private lending library was reorganised 
in 1781 by Joseph Priestley, the pioneering 
chemist who discovered oxygen. The library 
moved into a purpose-built location on Union 
Street in 1797 where it remained for just over 
a century until it moved to its present location 
on Margaret Street in 1899. The Birmingham 
& Midland Institute joined the Library in 1955, 
having moved from its original Victorian 
premises in Paradise Street. 

The library’s holding is being steadily 
increased by the regular purchase of books, 
principally in the fields of the humanities and 
modern fiction. It continues, as it has in the 
past, to benefit from gifts and bequests made 
to it by generous members. Many of these 
acquisitions are of considerable value.

The Birmingham Library
Our library has a total holding of 
over 100,000 books including:

• 18th century volumes from the
earliest years of the library

• 19th and 20th century purchases,
including books on history,
literature, natural history, science,
travel and fiction, with a strong
holding of late 19th and early 20th

century novels

• Over 6000 biographies and
autobiographies

• A music library with a remarkably
comprehensive range of classical
LPs and over 3000 classical CDs

 

Photograph © Tony Harratt 2017

The Library is a facility we provide for our members. Have 
you considered joining? Fees start at just £16.50 for the 
year. Worth it just to access this fantastic library...
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Literature at the BMI
Literature Study Days
Study Days run by Keith Parsons and 
Dr Pamela Mason. All courses run from 
10.15am - 4pm £18/£16 Members of 
the BMI (per day). 

Shakespeare, The Merry Wives of Windsor 
(1603) & Troilus and Cressida (1609)
14 September 
An unlikely pairing? Yet both plays have 
suffered from undue neglect in terms of stage 
and screen presentation throughout much 
of their history. Fortunately, both are being 
presented by the Royal Shakespeare Com-
pany 
this autumn which gives us good reason to 
revisit the two plays and reflect upon their 
distinctive merits.

Circe – Her Career Throughout Time 
Homer, Odyssey Book X (c. 675–725 bc) 
Madeline Miller, Circe (2018)
28 September 
The recent publication of Madeline Miller’s 
retelling of the myth has sent us back to 
Homer. We shall then set sail through the 
centuries visiting Virgil, Ovid, Boccaccio, 
Gower and Shakespeare (but only briefly!) 
before exploring how writers and film-makers 
in our own time have developed the role of 
the alluring, seductive enchantress into that 
of the femme fatale.

Victor Hugo, Les Misérables (1862)
12 October 
The first of two Study Days that we shall 
devote to Hugo’s novel this season (the 
second will be in February/March) will seek 
to provide an introduction to its scope and 
priorities at a time when the popularity of the 
story is being endorsed by an expensive BBC 
television production and by the launch of 
what is already a sell-out national tour of the 

Alain Boublil and Claude-Michel Schönberg 
musical. Could it be that we now prefer to 
cherry-pick the sentimental aspects of the 
novel and are guilty of what Victor Hugo 
termed ‘social asphyxia’ by ignoring ‘the 
degradation of man by poverty, the ruin of 
women by starvation and the dwarfing of 
childhood by physical and spiritual night’? We 
shall not assume knowledge of the novel, but 
those who like to do some preparation before 
a Study Day, ought perhaps to start reading 
the 365 chapters now!

Oliver Goldsmith, The Vicar of Wakefield 
(1766), The Deserted Village (1770) and 
She Stoops to Conquer (1773)
9 November 
We shall relish the opportunity to study a 
novel, a poem and a play by a man of whom 
Johnson said ‘whatever he wrote, did it better 
than any other man could do’. Can such 
a bold and extravagant claim possibly be 
justified?

Gioachino Rossini, La Cenerentola (1817) & 
Sergei Prokofiev, War and Peace (1943, 
1959)
16 November 
After discussing whether Welsh National 
Opera’s production of La Cenerentola (which 
can be seen at the Hippodrome on the 
evening before this Study Day) has the verve 
and style that can make it one of the most 
joyous pieces, we shall explore the distinctive 
characteristics of Prokofiev’s compression of 
Tolstoy’s novel. Our analysis will be conceived 
as preparation for seeing a new production 

' The Death of Jean Valjean ' by Gustave Brion, 1862
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of what is a remarkable work the following 
evening (Saturday) at the Hippodrome.

Percy Bysshe Shelley, Collected Poems 
(1839)
30 November
Perhaps it’s a sign of our times that Shelley’s 
wife has received greater attention in recent 
years. Why has her husband’s star declined? It 
would seem that he is in danger of becoming 
the ‘forgotten’ romantic poet. During this 
study day we shall encourage close reading of 
a range of poems.

Farce – The Quintessence of Theatre?
14 December 
Join us on a journey from Plautus and 
Shakespeare via Paris and Whitehall to the 
twenty-first century and explore whether 
an enjoyment of farcical comedy is indeed 
outmoded, gendered and generational. If we 
cannot offer something that makes you laugh 
or at the very least smile, then you can have 
your money back!

Image credit: James Phillips

M&M CATERING 
AT THE BMI COFFEE 
LOUNGE

Come and join us for tea, 
cake or lunch! We also 
cater for conferences 
and events.

Open Monday to Friday 
9am - 3pm 
(excluding Bank Holidays)

For catering enquiries, email 
catering@bmi.org.uk 
or telephone 0121 2361233.

Saturday 15 September
Day School: Theatre in the West Midlands 
10.30am – 4pm, John Lee Theatre
£40/£38 for Members of the BMI and the 
Friends of the Centre for West Midlands 
History (includes lunch and refreshments)
Rediscover the vibrant theatre scene of 
Birmingham and the West Midlands. Speakers 
will give an historical overview of theatre and 
playwrights: Professor Claire Cochrane will 
discuss 'West Midlands Impressario' Sir Barry 
Jackson, the Birmingham REP and the 
dynamism of influence; Soudabeh Ananisarab 
will explore George Bernard Shaw's relationship 
with the English Midlands, particularly his 
involvement with Birmingham REP and 
Malvern Theatre Festival; James Kelly will 
explore the history of John Drinkwater and the 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre; Keith Parsons 
and Dr Pamela Mason will trace and assess the 
success of what has become a multi-million 
pound business based in Warwickshire, the 
Royal Shakespeare Company.
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Literature at the BMI 

The BMI Reading Group
Third Thursday of the month
2pm - 3.30pm
£2 (includes coffee and biscuits)
The BMI Coffee Lounge
If you are interested, in the first instance, 
please call the BMI reception on 0121 236 
3591

Living Shakespeare 
with Shakespeare Birmingham
Tuesdays 
6.30pm – 9pm
£5 per session
Want to learn more about the plays by the 
Bard? These weekly play-reading sessions 
foster lively discussion; all scripts are 
provided at the session, just turn up with 
your interest in Shakespeare, a willingness to 
discover and share insights with the rest of 
the group. 
Email shakespearebirmingham@gmail.com 
if you’re coming for the first time.

YOU MIGHT ALSO BE 
INTERESTED IN...
NEW! 
Library Research Group
2.30pm - 3.30pm

Specifically intended for library 
members and users, this group will share 
presentations based on the resources of 
our library.

3 September - Market and Trading Evidence

1 October - Use of Place Name 
Evidence to Unveil Social Trends

5 November - Sport and Leisure Activity

3 December - Church Dedications

7 January - Pilgrim Routes

4 February - Domesday Economic Insights

Playreading at the BMI
Tuesdays 6.30pm - 9pm
£5 (£1 Members of the BMI)
As a drop-in group we read, workshop 
and discuss plays. The main requirement 
is enthusiasm for theatre and literature, 
especially the work of William Shakespeare. 
Everyone is welcome to join!

DON’T MISS
Our new series of writing 

workshops in partnership with 
Writing West Midlands! Visit
writingwestmidlands.org 

for full course details 
and booking!

Photograph © Tony Harratt 2017
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BMI Poet in 
Residence 2018

"... for imagination and inspiration the BMI 
has to be the place for writing, steeping 
in history with a handle on contemporary 
times." - Roy McFarlane

Join the Birmingham and Midland Institute's 
Poet in Residence 2018 for lively evenings of 
poetry and discussion.

Roy Mcfarlane & Friends
Wednesday 3 October, 6pm - 8pm 
John Lee Theatre, £5/£3 for Members of 
the BMI
Join Roy McFarlane for an informal reading and 
discussion to celebrate National Poetry Day. 
The theme for National Poetry Day 2018 
is 'Change'.

Roy Mcfarlane & Friends
Wednesday 7 November, 6pm - 8pm
John Lee Theatre, £5/£3 for Members of 
the BMI
A night of jazz, dance & poetry to celebrate the 
launch of The Healing Next Time.

Photograph © Roy McFarlane

Poetry Reading with Alice Notley
Friday 6 July, 6pm - 8pm 
John Lee Theatre, £5/£3 for Members of 
the BMI
The BMI is extremely proud to welcome 
one of America's greatest living poets, Alice 
Notley, for an evening of poetry. Alice will be 
joined by her son the poet Edmund Berrigan, 
and also by Mark Ford, Rosa Campbell, and 
Peter Robinson.
Organised in collaboration with the American 
and Canadian Studies Centre at the 
University of Birmingham, with generous 
support from the Centre for Poetry and 
Poetics at the University of Durham.

Book Launch for Dr Serena Trowbridge’s 
book, My Lady's Soul: The Poetry of 
Elizabeth Siddall (Victorian Secrets: 2018) 
Friday 28 September, 6pm - 8pm 
Dickens Room
Join the BMI's Honorary Secretary Dr Serena 
Trowbridge for the launch of her latest book! 
The evening will include a brief talk about 
the book, the opportunity to ask Serena 
questions about Siddall and her work, and 
refreshments. Please visit eventbrite.com for 
tickets.

Photograph © Serena Trowbridge
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Art at the BMI

Exhibitions in the 
Reception Foyer

CELIA NANCARROW
Monday 9 July - Friday 31 August
Celia graduated in Fine Art in Birmingham and 
she was elected as an associate of the RBSA in 
2004. Celia specialises in collagraphs. The infinite 
varieties of materials that can be used in creating 
a collagraph make this type of printmaking 
particularly exciting, and using both methods of 
inking up (intaglio and relief) creates a unique 
image. Her work can be abstract, figurative or 
have the simplicity of a Japanese Print. Some 
prints express themselves better in black and 
white than in colour and vice versa depending 
on the subject matter or mood that is being 
expressed.

TRACY CHURCHILL
Monday 3 September - Friday 26 October
Tracy Churchill brings a uniquely elegant and 
distinctive flair to both her exquisite, hand crafted 
porcelain jewellery and her delightful artwork 
and prints. Inspired by a deep love of Nature 
and its organic forms, Tracy lovingly creates all 
her artwork and porcelain pieces in her studio 
at Dandelion, Chipping Campden based in the 
Cotswolds. From the initial shaping. glazing and 
hand painted decoration to the triple firings 
that produce such beautiful and vibrant pieces, 
Tracy carries out each stage herself. All prints are 
produced using the highest grade of acid free 
Bockingford papers and archival quality pigment 
inks.

Top to bottom: 'The Chase', Celia Nancarrow; Mike Dring.

Support artists 
and the BMI  

by purchasing 
original works 

of art!

Right, from top: 'The Chase', Celia Nancarrow; Watercolour © Tracy Churchill
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PETER SHREAD
Monday 29 October – Friday 23 November 
Trained at The Moseley School of Art, Peter 
became an Art teacher and then Head of Art in a 
local Dudley school. Early retirement has now 
allowed him to concentrate on his own artistic 
output, producing woodcut and linocut relief 
prints. His images of orchestras and musicians 
were inspired by attending numerous chamber 
music concerts and the orchestral concerts given 
by the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra. 
Signed, limited editions, prints and original 
paintings and drawings by this RBSA Open Print 
Exhibition prize-winning artist available.

MIKE ALLISON
Monday 26 November - Friday 25 January 2019 
Mike is a full time printmaker, specialising in 
wood engraving, lino and intaglio collagraph 
techniques. He has a studio at Ruskin Glass 
Centre in Stourbridge where he delivers print-
making courses. Mike's latest project '100 Views of 
Birmingham' is well underway and should not be 
missed. Mike began the 100 views project in 
December 2015. Inspired by Ando Hiroshige's 
work but retaining the techniques and style of the 
work he has developed over the past ten years of 
printmaking. This is a marathon of printmaking, 
with at least one different print in an edition of 25 
being produced each month.

JOIN >>
LIFE DRAWING CLASSES
Monday evenings 
6pm - 8.45pm
The Institute runs a life drawing and 
painting class on Monday evenings under 
the tutorship of Terry Mullett. Contact 
Terry on 0121 358 1159 for further details.

Above, from top: 'Birmingham Canal III', Peter Shread; 'St Phillips Glimpsed', 
Mike Allison; Photograph © Joanna Delyse Packwood
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Affiliated Societies 
and Joint Events 

Tuesday 10 July
‘Victorian Radicals: Birmingham’s 
Pre-Raphaelites on Tour’ with Victoria 
Osborne, Curator (Fine Art) and Curatorial 
Team Leader, Birmingham Museums Trust
6.30pm - 8.30pm
John Lee Theatre
£12/£9 for Members of the BMI and Friends 
of Birmingham Museums (glass of wine and 
a slice of pizza included)
BMT is about to launch the largest and most 
complex touring exhibition in the Museum’s 
history. Organised in partnership with 
the American Federation of Arts, ‘Victorian 
Radicals: From the Pre-Raphaelites to the 
Arts and Crafts Movement’ will travel to eight 
venues in the United States from October this 
year. Join Curator (Fine Art) and Curatorial 
Team Leader Victoria Osborne to learn more 
about the exhibition, and hear about the work 
that has been going on behind the scenes to 
prepare almost 200 paintings, works on paper 
and decorative art objects to go on tour.

Tuesday 11 September
SCIENCE SHORTS
in partnership with the Friends of 
Birmingham Museums and Thinktank
'When the bug bites…' - Insect Pest 
Management at Birmingham Museums with 
Jane Thompson Webb BSc ACR, Conserva-
tion Team Leader, Birmingham Museums 
Trust
6pm - 7pm
John Lee Theatre
£5/£3 for Members of the BMI and Friends 
of Birmingham Museums
Insect pests have been a danger to objects 
for millennia – moths are mentioned as 

destroyers of objects in the Bible. They 
are proving to be a major headache in the 
museum world and, left to their own devices, 
they can devastate collections. Even knowing 
this, dealing with insect pests is one of my 
favourite parts of the job. Did you know that 
woodworm live for only two weeks as an 
adult after five years as a larva living in a piece 
of wood? Or that moths have expensive tastes 
and prefer cashmere over anything else?
What insects are trying to eat collections at 
BMT? How do we find them when they are 
mostly less than 5mm long? What do we do 
when collection items are being munched? 
Why do they want to eat the collections 
anyway and why are motorbikes so tasty? 
Come along and find out the answers to these 
and many other bug-related questions and 
see if insects pests can become one of your 
favourite things.
Bring your questions or specimens about 
insects trying to eat your own collections and
I will do my best to come up with a solution!

Day dress, c.1865, Purple silk with black machine lace, braid and fringed 
trim, on loan from a private collection, courtesy of Birmingham Museums 

Moth-eaten motorbike from the Museum Collection Centre, courtesy of 
Birmingham Museums and Thinktank



23

Tuesday 2 October 
Birmingham and Warwickshire 
Archaeological Society Lecture Series 
Barrows and Burnt Mounds: Investigations 
at Meriden Quarry, 2013-2015 with Richard 
Bradley
7pm - 8pm
John Peek Room
Excavation and watching-brief work by 
Worcestershire Archaeology over a number 
of years of quarry extraction has identified 
multiple phases of activity, mainly of 
prehistoric date. This has included well-
preserved palaeoenvironmental deposits, 
Mesolithic flint working debris, late Neolithic 
and Bronze Age burnt mounds associated 
with a sequence of peat formation, Bronze 
Age and Iron Age timber lined features, and a 
monumental complex incorporating a 
post-built palisade with at least three round 
barrows. Work at the quarry is ongoing but 
this talk focuses on discoveries during 2013-
2015. Richard Bradley  is a project officer 
working for Worcestershire Archaeology.

Saturday 27 October
Society for the History of Astronomy 
Autumn Conference and AGM
9.30am – 5pm 
Dickens Room
Visit the location of the Society for the History 
of Astronomy Library for this year's 
conference and Annual General Meeting. 
Details of speakers to follow - please visit 
societyforthehistoryofastronomy.com for 
further details.

Tuesday 4 December
Birmingham and Warwickshire 
Archaeological Society Lecture Series
'The Ice Age and Palaeolithic West Midlands 
a.k.a The Original West Midlands Safari 
Park'
7pm - 8pm
John Peek Room
The West Midlands is often overlooked in 
favour of the east and south-east of England 
but this talk aims to show that the West 
Midlands has an incredibly important part to 
play in the story of Britain during the 
Pleistocene! This talk will look at the 
fascinating Ice Age history of the West 
Midlands covering its climate and landscape 
over the last one million years and the 
animals and humans (both archaic and 
modern!) who lived and hunted here. An 
overview will be given of the results of a 2013 
English Heritage-funded reassessment of the 
Palaeolithic in Worcestershire ‘which (excuse 
the pun!) has snowballed into research that 
has implications for the wider West 
Midlands and the potential for future work 
that everyone can get involved in to enhance 
our understanding of these lost landscapes. 
Nick Daffern is an archaeologist, palynologist 
(pollen specialist!) and environmental 
archaeologist with a particular focus and 
passion for the Pleistocene of the West 

Some events require pre-booking, please consult our booking form on pages 12 - 14!

Photograph credit: Sanna Ali
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Affiliated Societies 
and Joint Events (cont.) 

Midlands. He is Associate Director for 
Archaeology and Heritage at Wardell 
Armstrong.

Tuesday 4 December 
SCIENCE SHORTS
in partnership with the Friends of 
Birmingham Museums and Thinktank
The City of Birmingham: Preserving a Steam 
Locomotive
6pm – 7pm
John Lee Theatre
£5/£3 for Members of the BMI and Friends 
of Birmingham Museums
This locomotive, displayed in Thinktank, 
was designed in the 1930s for the West 
Coast Main Line when competing with the East 
Coast route to Scotland. The designer, William 
Stanier produced an optimising design giving 
the most powerful British passenger steam 
locomotive. This talk will look at how the 
design was optimised and how the locomotive 
has been preserved, which is now the only UK 
steam locomotive preserved in the first class 
condition in which it left railway service in 
1963.

Friday Morning Club

11am - 12 noon
£1/FREE for Members of the BMI
The club offers a selection of musical, 
literary and video presentations. The 
second Friday of each month is reserved 
for informal poetry readings on subjects 
chosen by the group’s members. Drop in, 
no need to book

7 September - Social Coffee Morning

14 September – Open Meeting

21 September - Lynette Duggan Another 
Eccentric Georgian

28 September - Robert Hooton Another 
Good Read

5 October - The Rehearsal (2)

12 October - Open Meeting

19 October - Elaine Harvey Safari

26 October - Souvenirs and Memories

2 November - Rita Hales Hawaii Again

9 November - Open Meeting

16 November - Trevor Robinson Far 
Away Places

23 November - Great Composers (6) 
Dvořák

30 November - Ian Thomson Pen and 
Sword

7 December - Frank Watson 'Good Brit 
Light Stuff'

14 December - John Smith - Seasonal 
Programme

The engine arriving at the museum in Newhall Street in 1966, 
courtesy of Birmingham Museums and Thinktank
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Whole Day Part-Day Rate
(9am - 1pm
or 1.30pm - 

5.30pm)

Evening Rate
(price per hour, 

between 6pm and 
9pm)

Capacity 
(theatre-style)

Lyttelton Theatre £300 £225 £50 per hour 250

John Lee 
Lecture Theatre

£260 £200 £50 per hour 115

Dickens Room £325 £250 £50 per hour 150

John Peek Room £275 £220 £50 per hour 60

Meeting Room 14 £150 £120 £30 per hour 25

Meeting Room 16 £150 £120 £30 per hour 25

Meeting Room 21 £150 £120 £30 per hour 25

Meeting Room 22 £150 £120 £30 per hour 18

Meeting Room 30 £160 £130 £40 per hour 30

Ryland Room £160 £130 £40 per hour 18

Woodward Room £160 £130 £40 per hour 18

Gallery Room £150 £120 £30 per hour 40

Main Hall £200 £150 £40 per hour 60

ROOM HIRE RATES

The Birmingham & Midland Institute is located in the heart of Birmingham’s city centre and offers 
a variety of rooms and theatres for hire in its Grade II* listed building. Situated on Margaret Street 
beside the Birmingham School of Art and Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, we are within 
walking distance of local and national travel networks, including tram, bus and train; our building 
is conveniently located just 5 minutes from Snow Hill station. Each room in the BMI is fitted with 
AV equipment and there is free wi-fi throughout the building. We have spaces suitable for small 
and large scale events such as meetings, training days, conferences and performances. We also 
boast two large auditoria which seat up to 250 people. We also have in-house caterers who can 
provide delicious food and refreshments for your event. As always, our staff are on hand to offer 
help and support if needed. To enquire about hiring our spaces telephone 0121 236 3591 or 
email roomhire@bmi.org.uk

Looking for an events venue?

Photograph © Tony Harratt 2017

Registered charities receive a discount of 10% on room hire only.



Find us

Registered charity no. 522852 VAT Registration no. 110 132451

9 Margaret Street, Birmingham, B3 3BS 
www.bmi.org.uk   
0121 236 3591
enquiries@bmi.org.uk  
For room hire enquiries contact roomhire@bmi.org.uk

Opening hours: 
Monday to Friday 9am - late
Most Saturdays 9am - 5pm (please call to check opening dates)
Please note that we are closed on Bank Holiday Mondays
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We are located in the city 
centre, a 5-10 minute walk 
from Birmingham New St 
station and a 10-15 minute 
walk from Snow Hill and 
Moor Street stations. 
The nearest bus stops are 
located on Colmore Row 
and Newhall St. 

All-day parking can be found 
just off Great Charles St 
Queensway. 
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